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KETEVAN JERVALIDZE

TETRACHORD TETPA-XOPAON OF JULIAN THE APOSTATE AND
CHONGUR $563796/Ambymmo OF AKAKI TSERETELI

Summary

Akaki Tsereteli (1849-1915) is one of the greatest Georgian poets. To his pen
are attributed a verse novel “Natela” and a poem “Natela’s Song” (1897) inserted
in it. In the verse novel, we encounter the musical instrument chongur as a symbol
of the unity of Georgia and its people: Chongur is Georgia, and its strings are sons
and daughters of different regions of Georgia.

The only case where this instrument serves as a similar comparison according
to the author’s research is in the novel ,,Kronia or The Caesars” by the emperor
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Julian the Apostate, which was translated from Russian and published in 1820.

In the novel “Kronia or The Caesars” the emperor Julian writes about Maxim-
ian (Hercules), the co-ruler of the emperor Diocletian: 14: dAAa kKol @rAOTPAYU®OV
Kol GmeTog Kol 00 TAVTH TM TETPUYOPO®m cLVMIMY — but proved meddlesome and
disloyal and often introduced discord into that harmonious quartet 15: ToOt® 6& T®
TOVOPUOVI® TETPOYOPI® TAPAPVETOL OEWVOV KOl TPOYL Kol TAPAYDIEG GHOTNLO —
However into that harmonious symphony of four there crept a terribly harsh and
discordant strain.

The author of the article believes that two facts can explain this coincidence:
a. Akaki knew the Russian translation of the novel of Julian or b. it just happened
spontaneously.

When the new editions of sign, symbol, and emblem dictionaries are pub-
lished in foreign or Georgian languages, the author kindly wishes editors to add
one more description of a lyre - the unity of a country and its people giving credit
to Julian the Apostate's "lyre - tetrachord" from his novel Kronia, and to Akaki
Tsereteli's "changur/chongur" from his verse novel "Natela" and correspondingly,
"Natela's song."



